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FOREWORD

The International TOV S Working Group (ITWG) is convened as a sub-group of the International
Radiation Commission (IRC) of the International Association of Meteorology and Atmospheric
PhysicsIAMAP). ITWG continuesto organise International TOV'S Study Conferences(1TSCs)
which have met every 18-24 months since 1983. Through this forum, operational and research
users of TIROS Operational Vertical Sounder (TOVS), Advanced TOVS (ATOVS) and other
atmospheric sounding data have exchanged information on; data processing methods, derived
products, and the impacts of radiancesand inferred atmospheric temperature and moisturefieldson
numerical weather prediction (NWP) and climate studies.

The Twelfth International TOV S Study Conference (ITSC-XI1) washeld at the Cumberland
Lorne Conference and Leisure Resort Centrefrom 27 February to 5 March 2002. This conference
report summarisesthe scientific exchanges and outcomes of the meeting. A compani on document
The Technical Proceedings of The Twelfth International TOVS Study Conference contains the
complete text of ITSC-XII scientific presentations. The ITWG web dite
(http://www.bom.gov.au/bmrc/basi c/tovs/ctsc.html ) holds electronic versions of the conference
presentations. Together, these documents reflect the conduct of a highly successful meeting in
Lorne. An active and mature community of TOVS and ATOVS data users now exists, and
considerable progress and positive results were reported at ITSC-XII in a number of areas,
including many related to the new ATOV S system and to the impending Advanced Sounders.

ITSC-XII was sponsored by NASA, NESDIS, EUMETSAT, the World Meteorological
Organization, the Australian Bureau of Meteorology, Météo-France ITT Industries, the Raytheon
Company and Environmental Systemsand Services. Their support isgratefully acknowledged. We
wish to thank thelocal organising committee. We also thank the staff of the Cumberland for their
assistance during the Conference. Finally, we acknowledge the contribution of Bureau of
Meteorology Research Centre staff, particularly Agnes Apostolou, David Jasper, Terry Adair and
Irene Mouzouri, who assisted with the preparation and publication of thisreport and the Satellite
Section Staff who assisted ably in the running of the Conference at Lorne.
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