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ABSTRACT

At the tine of the First International Wnd Wrkshop (Septenber
1991), NOAA/NESDI S had in place a strategic plan for replacing the
ol d nmanual Iy derived nmethod of produci ng GCES cl oud notion w nds
(CMA$) with a newaut onat ed G hei ght assi gnnment nethod. This new
nmet hod becane operati onal February 15, 1992 wi t h i mredi at e positive
results in the tineliness, quantity and quality of the CMM. In
addition to this new automated nethod, starting in the sumer of
1993, NOAA/NESDI S wi || begin producing and editing automated
METEOSAT-3 CMN's along with GOES-7 VAS gradient winds for use in
numeri cal weat her prediction (NWP) nodels. This paper presents
sone early resul ts of t he QQ, METEGCSAT- 3 and VAS wi nds net hods, al ong
with the chal |l enges NOAA/ NESDI S faces produci ng t hree operational
CMWN's data sets.
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