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The First international IASI conference, organized by CNES and Eumetsat, took place in 

Anglet (France) from 13 to 16 November 2007, only one year after the successful launch of 

the IASI instrument on the MetOp-A platform. It is a credit to CNES and Eumetsat and to the 

manufacturers of IASI that so soon after launch users are already making significant use of 

IASI data and were able to present exciting first results. The main topics of the conference 

were: the performance of IASI, the impact of IASI on NWP, the clouds and surface 

parameters, climate and atmospheric chemistry. The performance of IASI was assessed by the 

IASI Technical Center in CNES and validated against NWP model output and airborne and 

balloon coincidence flights. The results showed that the radiometric performance of IASI is 

better than 0.5K, likely between (0 and 0.2 K). ECMWF was the first to assimilate IASI data 

and showed already a significant impact of IASI on NWP – the largest single impact of any 

instrument despite coming on top of existing systems. The high spectral resolution of IASI is 

already showing benefits with several users describing techniques to use this information to 

retrieve surface and cloud properties – paving the way for even greater use of IASI data in 

NWP. Other sessions during the conference concentrated on retrieval of cloud and aerosol 

properties and on the growing number of trace gases that can be detected in IASI data. This 

highlights another critical role of IASI in the monitoring of the Earth’s climate over a long 

time period. The IASI Sounding Science Working Group is called to maintain a coordination 

on the development of IASI products and will assist CNES and Eumetsat to organize the 2nd 

conference in 2009. 

 
 


