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FOREWORD

The International TOVS Working Group (ITWG) is convened as a sub-group of the International
Radiation Commission (IRC) of the International Association of Meteorology and Atmospheric Physics
(IAMAP). The ITWG continues to organise International TOVS Study Conferences (ITSCs) which have
met approximately every 18 months since 1983. Through this forum, operational and research users of
TIROS Operational Vertical Sounder (TOVS), Advanced TOVS (ATOVS) and other atmospheric sounding
data have exchanged information on data processing methods, derived products, and the impacts of
radiances and inferred atmospheric temperature and moisture fields on numerical weather prediction (NWP)
and climate studies.

The Fifteenth International TOVS Study Conference (ITSC-XV) was held at the Villa del Mare near
Maratea, Italy from 4 to 10 October 2006. This conference report summarises the scientific exchanges and
outcomes of the meeting. A companion document, The Technical Proceedings of The Fourteenth
International TOVS Study Conference, contains the complete text of ITSC-XV scientific presentations.
The ITWG Web site ( http://cimss.ssec.wisc.edu/itwg/ ) contains electronic versions of the conference
presentations and publications. Together, these documents and Web pages reflect the conduct of a highly
successful meeting in Maratea. An active and mature community of TOVS and ATOVS data users now
exists, and considerable progress and positive results were reported at ITSC-XV in a number of areas,
including many related to the ATOVS system, use of AIRS measurements, and to the other current and
impending advanced sounders.

ITSC-XV was sponsored by industry, government agencies and a university, including, VCS
Engineering, CNES, Kongsberg Spacetec AS, ABB, ITT Industries, the Met Office (U.K.), the University of
Wisconsin-Madison Space Science and Engineering Center, the World Meteorological Organization,
EUMETSAT, and NOAA/NESDIS. The support of these groups is gratefully acknowledged. We wish to
thank the local organising committee from the Italian National Research Council, Institute of Methodologies
for Environmental Analysis (CNR/IMAA), located in Potenza, Basilicata, Italy, especially to Dr. Filomena
Romano for her exceptional effort and talent in leading the local organization. Finally, appreciation is given
to local sponsors, including Dimension Data, LGR Impianti, Cisco Systems, Basilicata Turistica, Provincia
di Potenza and Regione Basilicata Assessorato Infrastrutture.

H WY

Roger Saunders Thomas Achtor
Co-Chair ITWG Co-Chair ITWG
Met Office (U.K.) University of Wisconsin-Madison
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The Fifteenth International TOVS Study Conference
4 — 10 October 2006

ITSC-XV Group Photo at Villa del Mare, Maratea, Italy
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