
GOES-R 
 

The Function and Importance of the GOES­R Instruments 
 

In this activity you will be exploring the GOES­R satellite and its capabilities. 
 

Activity 2  Please write your answers on a separate piece of 
paper.  

 

Activity 2.1 Importance of the GOES­R 
Instruments 
 
Watch the videos, Watchful Eyes: The Role 
of Geostationary Weather Satellites and 
NASA | ABI: The Future of Weather 
Monitoring, to help complete the following:  
 
1.  When was the first weather satellite 
launched?  What type of orbit did it have? 
2.  ABI is an acronym for what device?   
3.  Describe the importance of ABI. 
4.  Complete the GOES­R Instrument 
Chart*. 
5.  Infer and explain why it is important for a
satellite to do multiple tasks.  
 
More Information:  
*Use these resources and the videos to help 
you complete the GOES­R Instrument 
Chart.  
GOES­R Trifold Brochure 
GOES­R Poster Back 

Activity 2.2  GOES­R and Tornadoes 
 
Watch the video, Tornadoes with Tim 
Samaras and read the article: Next­Gen 
Weather Satellites to Improve Tornado 
Warnings to help complete the following:  
 
1.  What information was Tim Samaras 
trying to collect from tornadoes? 
2.  Describe how satellites aided Mr. 
Samaras in his search for tornadoes. 
3.  Explain how GOES­R may help in the 
early detection of tornadoes.  
 
 

 
Optional Video: 
 
Tim Samaras's Last 
Storm Videos 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=18RlraTqtGo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=18RlraTqtGo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IOwU2VNej1U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IOwU2VNej1U
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.goes-r.gov%2Fdownloads%2Ftri-brochure.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGTzSo72jcCWG9WdxrSQPrRGN6Yzw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.goes-r.gov%2Feducation%2Fimages%2Fposter-product-back.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH2mgptXYncCfNo64vH3w8p7S_4jA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Cx_FH_t3f4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Cx_FH_t3f4
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fscience1.nasa.gov%2Fscience-news%2Fscience-at-nasa%2F2012%2F29feb_tornadosurprise%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFrArQnr8hZsTU_Q658Yz9rHM2sfA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fscience1.nasa.gov%2Fscience-news%2Fscience-at-nasa%2F2012%2F29feb_tornadosurprise%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFrArQnr8hZsTU_Q658Yz9rHM2sfA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fscience1.nasa.gov%2Fscience-news%2Fscience-at-nasa%2F2012%2F29feb_tornadosurprise%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFrArQnr8hZsTU_Q658Yz9rHM2sfA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9IP_dmp3-b8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9IP_dmp3-b8

